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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
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NOTE FOR THE DIRECTOR

- FROM: Herbert E. Meyer, Vice Chairman
National Intelligence Council

This from after

his dinner with Jay and me.

Herbert E. Meyer
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TALKS WITHOUT ILLUSI@NS

.lhclcss ‘remember lhal the' le\'fﬂ
'lmcgalonnagc of the Amcnau\

. stock pilggs only a quanor.lgw
-~ ste it waltin 1959, while Sowiet-

Mr Gcorgc Shultz, the Amcncan
Secretary of State, has’ .now
published the full list of his-team
to conduct -arms- talks with the
Soviet Union. Since his mecting
with-‘Mr- Gromyko ~earlier this
month many specches from- the
administration, including Presi-
dent, Reagan, have  :tried to
lmprcss upon domestic publxc
opinion, European cxpectations
and Soviet policy .makers that
the process initiated at Geneva -
on January 7 is not likely-to yield
carly or spectacular n:sults That *

attitude has been cchocd by Snr

Geoffrcy Howe.

It is thus surprising to hcar
Mrs Thatcher, in Bonn, describe
1985 as a “'year of decision” in

which’ East-West mlatlons willbe . from
on ‘the ‘vetge of 'a gréat step’ "Wés

forward:*Such’'a statement Sug:’

- gesfs .a mlsundcrslandmg of the
potential pitfalls'ina resumption.” tegrmt which - woudd- mmm, - ealiost, phase.doag ibefore .its
sthe  -Awpericans ;.discontinuing:: actaal!directian could fbe.-ascer-
. taimed. Cohseéquchtly the svstem.

of arms talks..There, is, a colossal ;
gap bctween what the Soviet.:
Union and the United. States
hope 1o -get -out -of these. talks,
which Mrs Thatcher seéms’ 10 be™
ignoring. Secondly, ‘such ' an
approach only stimulates West-
crn opinion to'a desire for a
treaty - any trcalty - which
would pay lip service to the idea
that things are bctter, whercas
the only safe and rcalistic
attitude to adopt towards the
East-West question is onc which
rccognizes the underlying incoms-
patibility of our two sisters, and -
the need therefore to be firm and
uncmotional 1n our  dcahings
with the Fast

No trealy on weapons is going
10 change or civilize the Sovict
svstem. 1t is a dangerous fallacy
10 helieve otherwise, and it is not
only Mrs Thatcher who can fall
into it. Mr Paul Nitze, for
instance, onc. of the American
ncgotiating team, talks of an
agreement to “hive and et live™
with the Sovict Union. He thus
forgets that the Soviet system
has no such attitude to the West,

With that understanding  as
our  shield,  however.  uscful
Progress nughl be made to limit
the risk to our. sccurity posed by
the mcrcasmg producuon of -
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systems . gnd cxplosive power
have inogased - progncssnvclv all
that time¥% -

- “The '—‘t}cneva proccss is
doomed if.the Sovu:x side get the

“impression that-:gither . ihe:
- United States admimslrauon ‘or

Americals allies:in’ ‘Europe “are
dcspcratc for 2 new arms treaty
al any, price. That is certainly not
true. of. President./Reagan him®
self. Mr-Shultz’s appointments

show that the State Dopanmcnt,

gives greater lccogmuon o the

‘President!s tenacity on this.paint..
- than o 5»3-‘would have suspectcd:
a% ““noiscs - oft*' "ifi¢ “digital protessing The essence of

n that! Havg - bbc\'\u“ kind §If§§ deﬁ:qce which

aum SlnCC - Jhc,mg(muon .
vnet side wantsan gyr

‘research>'danto missilé defence.”

“Such 'BQesire sits uneasily?with:
“the ' fdds *thal 1h'c Sovu;xs dHave-
ﬁ\émselvcs conducied’ more re-
.scarch’ into missile, defence” than' .

have_the Amcricans .and havc
dcploycd Awo 1nu-nussllc-(,svg-r

“tems'an.fact, whereas none e:usls

in the'United States.
The question which Wgsx»
Europcans  should thus -ask

themsclves is not whether or rot”

President Reagan’s  stratepic

~defence intuative (SDI) works -+

since they tend, to have answqrud

that in  the -negauve. alpegdy .

betore goving it adequate thought
- but why it does not waork,
the Soviet Union s so keen to
stop s development?

There are two major attrac-
tions about the prospect of
successful rescarch into SDI: one

military. one moral. The military |

attracuion is that'it would cnable
the West as a .whole to atove
away from  a. poh(v of no

defenee, such as we 'have at’

present, towards once in which
the balance between offence and
defence was more cven,

The momal attracuon s as
compelhog, All human insunct
suggests that isclf-defence is., a

-vprcfcr'lblc posturc to!one which-

.- fing a- polcnual adversary. Were
: that,not the: case. the so=called
» strategy: :of 7 “‘mutuadl - ‘assured
- destruction™ (MAD) {namlanncd

B . vjsudlized,

s
rcLahahon as a mcﬁns of detcr-

by the: West ‘would, not havce
suﬁ'crcd feori' a cﬁmulamc lack
of stipport” which is ievident in |
Western pubhc opnmon

. At this stage.of technology it is
clear.-that "West Europe and
Japan have much ‘to offer the
United States in the forlhc,ommg,
research’ programme, Research
“into , scnsers and, -commum-
,cations;. tcchnology n . laser
dcvclopmcm A4S wndesprcad in
Europe: The Japanesd are clearly
‘compcm\vc ‘with- the' Umted
Slales ‘over - dcvelopments in

LTS

i be; iq .inter-
., cept an.. mcommg mlssﬂc ‘atrits

ifivworked. would: au(omancallv
pro;ct A’menda s i allies * at
‘s3ufrce "1)1 ‘re'  Afe! {nﬂlcauons
ftom, Wasfundlon. both diploma-
tically and in lhc scientific
Lommumly 1h@l any invohe-
mentiin the -research programmce
would thus be bound to stimu-
late a reciprocal ‘move by the
United Stated to'enable the all im
10 “share in the , lurnkey of .
svstem which by Virtue of bum
non-nuclearand. solcly defensive
would enhange, .:their  sccurin
At. the cend, of any argument
about its ‘merits. those qualitics
ol the SDI are Jeft unscathed. In
this pause between the prelimi-
nary Geneva talks and the first
arms control sessions later in the
year, it would help consolidale
the, \Vc.su_rn . position if
America’s allics .came forward
‘and: commiticd themselves 1o a
. jointt .rescarch - - operation  in
strategic defence.: They would
have' “puablic’ opinion  behind
them and they would make it
clear to the Sovict leadershir
that there wis no quesuon of the
West forsaking a line of rescirrehy
and a potential . change in s
detensive:philosophy. which the
mSowcxs' have: rthomsc\vga.pcvu

OIS S L A Tule
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